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Prussians swiftly overcame all that nature and art
could oppose to them at the spot selected by the
King for contact. The doomed wing would be
broken, the centre laid bare, and then the cau-
tious Austrian would make off, rejoicing that it was
not dishonourable to be beaten by the King of
Prussia, and that the attack demanded so much pre-
liminary marching that the weary victors were not
often terrible in pursuit.

Such were the tactics attempted in the battle of
June 18, 1757, when Frederick attacked Daun in his
camp overlooking the highroad between Vienna and
Prague, within sight of the town of Kolin. The
country undulates sufficiently to make it impossible
for the King to have ascertained every detail of the
problem with which he was confronted. But from
many points, and with especial clearness from an iso-
lated height across the highway, he could see that the
Austrian right wing held the crest of a gentle slope
south of the road and parallel with it, and that it was
at the further extremity of this wing that the ground
seemed most favourable to tlie attack,

The morning of the stifling summer's day was spent
in marching along the line of the highroad towards
Kolin, and it was after midday that the Prussian left
turned upon the enemy. Zieten, the terrible hussar,
put to flight the Austrian horse, but an oak-wood
gave them shelter behind which to rally, and mean-
while Daun made all haste to move up supports to
his right. But though the Austrians fought doggedly
and poured in a deadly artillery fire, the matchless
Prussian infantry pressed on. They captured point